DISASTER MEDICAL SERVICES GUIDELINES AND STANDARDS

POLICY TEMPLATE

DISASTER MEDICAL SYSTEM POLICY TEMPLATE

EXPANDED AND OUT-OF-HOSPITAL CARE


Disaster Medical System

Expanded and Out-of-Hospital Care

Function 8: Coordination of the Establishment of Temporary Field Treatment Sites

Element 8.1: Designation/activation

Guideline 8.1.1: Assessment of Need for Field Treatment Sites

Guideline 8.1.2: Designation of Field Treatment Sites

Guideline 8.1.3: Establishment of Field Treatment Sites

Element 8.2: Personnel, supplies, and other resources

Guideline 8.2.1: Resource Support for Field Treatment Sites

Element 8.3: Integration into system

Guideline 8.3.1: Designation of Field Treatment Sites

EXPANDED AND OUT-OF-HOSPITAL CARE

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to provide guidance for the establishment of temporary triage or treatment sites if hospitals are partially functioning, nonfunctioning, or need to expand outside of their facility.

II. AUTHORITY

Health and Safety Code, Division 2.5, Sections 1797.150-152

III. DEFINITIONS

A. Field Treatment Site means a temporary location established for the purpose of providing triage, triage and First Aid, triage and stabilizing medical treatment, or definitive medical treatment outside of a hospital during a disaster.

IV. POLICIES

A. Field Treatment Sites located immediately outside of or within close proximity of a hospital are considered to be an expansion of hospital services, operated by the hospital and supported by the Operational Area Medical and Health Branch. 

1. All hospitals should develop contractual relationships that provide for the following in a disaster:

a.
Medical and non-medical supplies

b.
Augmentation of personnel

c.
Inpatient services (agreement by a facility to accept certain types of patients should space be available).

2.
All hospitals should develop the ability to do the following:

a.
Explore specific ways to expand services within and outside of the facility.

b.
Establish policies and procedures necessary to operationalize facility expansion.

c.
Obtain and locally store available supplies and equipment to operationalize facility expansion for increments of twelve-hour periods, with a goal of seventy-two hours.

B. Field Treatment Sites established and operated independently of the hospital are considered to be operated by the Operational Area Medical and Health Branch and may be supported by the hospital.

1.
Operational Area Plans for the establishment of field treatment sites should consider the Operational Area as a whole and include the following:

a.
Most probable needs within the area;

b.
Resources and planning already in place; and

c.
Sustainability over 72 hours.

2.
Procedures to evaluate need for activation are included in the Operational Area Plan and involve the M/H OAC in the decision-making process.

C. Plans for FTS include the following:

1. Pre-disaster site evaluation and contracts for use

2. Realistic plan for start-up and support of the facility

a. Time-line and written plan for initial set-up

b. Use of on-site HEICS or SEMS support structure

c. Personnel, medical and support

d. Supplies, medical and support

e. Equipment, medical and support

f. Access to patient transport

3. Items in the Disaster Medical Services Guidelines and Standards
4. Training of personnel specific to FTS functioning
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